
Doctoral and Postdoctoral 
Research Fellowships (100%)

Module: Visual Semantics and 
Visual Observation 
Visuelle Semantik und visuelle Beobachtung

eikones, the National Center of Competence in Research (NCCR) for iconic criticism, was jointly 
founded by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) and the University of Basel in 2005. 
The interdisciplinary research program commences its third 4-year phase with eight newly 
defined research areas in October 2013.

The module “Visual Semantics and Visual Observation” will be headed by Prof. Dr. Cornelia 
Bohn, Soziologisches Seminar, University of Lucerne.

Interested junior researchers – doctoral candidates and postdocs – are invited to apply with a 
project proposal.

Abstract
Observational operations are constitutive of the modern economy, art, and other social fields 
(politics, science, etc.): probabilities, trends, crises, and risks are registered, communicated, 
and assessed in order to inform decision-making. Such observations are not idiosyncratic 
 experiences but institutionalized practices, generally executed by dedicated experts. These pro-
fessional observational practices increasingly focus on global contexts and are institutionalized 
on a transnational level: international organizations and central banks observe the economy in 
its entirety in order to generate reports on the status quo and forecasts for growth, employ-
ment etc., while market researchers and analysts seek to identify trends and risks in different 
markets. Among countless artworks, art critics, the public, and artists themselves observe 
seek those with potential artistic value. And though observation does not equate with visual 
perception, a special status can be accorded to visual forms of observation (e.g. diagrams): they 
make observations available in a highly condensed manner. Sociological-empirical projects will 
focus on the relationship between observational practices, their (transnational) institutionaliza-
tions and effects as well as their use of visual forms.  

Possible research topics include, but are not limited to
– Practices of macro-economic observation within transnational organizations 
 and central banks
– Institutions of Observation immanent to art systems
– Observation in other ‘globalized’ fields

Individual project suggestions pertaining to the topic of this module are especially welcome.

Successful candidates should display above average academic achievement and a willingness 
to engage productively and critically with the interdisciplinary discourse on iconic criticism. 
Collaboration on project organization and close cooperation with the other eikones research 
groups is expected.



Specific prerequisites for this position
– Degree in Sociology or Social Sciences
– Excellent knowledge of sociological theory (Systems Theory, 
 New Institutionalism, Sociology of Knowledge) and methods; ability to plan and execute 
 an independent empirical project

Doctoral Candidates
– Master’s Degree/Licentiate/Diploma, no more than 3 years ago
– Age limit 30 (exceptions possible in mitigating circumstances)
– Candidates currently graduating are welcome to apply 

Postdocs 
– Doctoral degree, no more than 5 years ago
– Age limit 35 (exceptions possible in mitigating circumstances)

General
– Willingness to familiarize oneself with new areas of knowledge and concepts, 
 and an interdisciplinary outlook 
– Positions (100%) limited to max. September 30, 2017
– Start date: October 1, 2013 or by arrangement

Please submit your complete dossier to us no later than 
May 7, 2013 in a single pdf-file. 

This should include 
– Cover letter, cv, copies of diplomas 
– Project proposal (ca. 3–5 pages)
– Writing sample (e.g. chapter from a master’s or Phd thesis; 20 pages max.)
– Contact information for 2 possible referees

Address  helen.dunkel@unibas.ch

Information  Helen Dunkel, tel. +41 61 267 18 03 (daily 10:00 –12:00 am)

Notice  Interviews for potential candidates will be held in Basel from June 19 – 21, 2013. 
   Please keep these dates available.

Die Nationalen Forschungsschwerpunkte sind ein
Förderungsinstrument des Schweizerischen Nationalfonds


